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this Country by its Colonies, is their taking off our Manufactures; but, whenever they 
WH interfere with them, inſtead of being of an Advantage, they do hurt to their Mother- 
: Country. i 
The making Bar-Iron is a very great Manufactury in this Kingdom, tho' the Advocates for 
the Bill now depending would confine that Term to the Handicraft Trade only. The making Bars 
in the Forges is one Manufacture, the working them up afterwards into ſmall Wates, in the Shops, 
is another, which may be called the Handicraft. This latter is certainly a. very great and 
beneficial Branch of the Iron Trade, by employing a Multitude of Hands; but the Forges are 
a more extenſive Branch than that, for they not only employ a great many Hands in their Manu- 
facture, as Forge-Men, Cutters, Coalers of Wood, Carriers, &c. but the Benefit is extended to 
Numbers not immediately concerned in the Trade; as Owners of Woods, which would not 
otherwiſe, in many Places, be worth the cutting; Landlords, whoſe Rents are kept up by the 
Carriers, that are obliged to keep a great Number of Horſes; and many others, too long to be 
enumerated, This ſufficiently proves it to be, not a Material only, but a Manufacture, and a 
very beneficial one. | 
The Importation, then, of Bars ſrom America muſt greatly interfere with that Manufactury 
here: And, from the additional Quantities that will be brought from thence, and by their under- 
ſelling us, (which they muſt do, from the great Conveniencies they have of making it) the lron- 
Maſters muſt be obliged to lay down their Forges here; and, conſequently, inſtead of our ſupply- 
ing them, which we ought to do, they will ſerve us with this Manufacture, 
The Queſtion then will be, whether England ſhould ſerve herſelf, or be furniſhed from her 
Colonies, with the Manufacture of Bar-Iron ? 
It is argued by ſome, that this is a Provincial Concern, and affects only certain Particulars, and 
not the Nation in general. | 
If, by Provincial, they mean that the Manufacture of Bar- Iron is carried on only in certain 
—_ and not in every County in the Kingdom, it is allowed. And is not that the Caſe of 
other Trades? the Silk Trade, the Woolen Trade, the Fiſhing Trade, &c. But are the 
Benefits ariſing from thoſe Trades, therefore, confined only to the Places where they are carried on? 
And it is no more true in the Bar Manufactory than any other; Nay it is more unhappily applied 
to that, becauſe, as it happens, that is carried on in more Counties than any Trade we have, 
But: this Doctrine is the moſt pernicious that can be broached; for, by that Way of Reaſoning, 
every Trade we have may be weecled from us. Wherever we are capable of carrying on any Manu- 
fare in England, none of the Colonies ought to be ſet in Competition with us, but we ſhould pro- 
mote and extend · the Trade at Home. We ſee daily Encouragement deſired, and very properly 
given to Mfant Manufattures, where there is any proſpect of Succeſs; and is it leſs wiſe to pre- 
efve thoſe alreagy brought to Perfection? | 
Tt is pretended that this Bill will enable our Colonies to take off greater Quantities of our 
len Manufacture. But what are they to bring us in Exchange? A Manufacture of our own. 
So that the Quantity they are to take from us of one of our Manufactures, is to be bought with 
the Quantity they will bring in upon us of another. Is that any Advantage to the Nation? It 
they were to barter for them unmanufactured Commodities, or ſuch as would not interfere with our 
Trade, it would be a good Argument. But to give them the Profits of one of our Manufactures, 
in Hopes of their purchaſing back with it the Product of another, is in Effect no more than to 
enable them to buy our Goods from us with our own Money. | 
What the Opinion of the Legiſlature has been, in Relation to the Importation of this Manu- 
facture from our Colonies, is evident from the Duties laid thereon, and the ill Succeſs that ſeveral! 
Attempts of this Kind have met with in former Parliaments, Why then does it become ſo neceſſary 
at this Time? It does not appear there is any Complaint for Want of Bar-Iron for the Handi- 
craft to work up: There are as many Hands now employed in that Trade as ever was known ; 
and it is undoubtedly one of the moſt flouriſhing of any in the Kingdom, This is manifeſt from 
the Quantities of Goods that are made, and the moderate Price they are ſold at: Two infallible 
Signs of a flouriſhing Trade. If any Body doubts of this, he may be an Eye-Witneſs of it at 
Birmingham, Sheffield, & c. where the Trade is greatly extended from what has been known in for- 
mer Times, without any Complaint of the Want or Dearneſs of Bar- Iron. 


| T is a Propoſition, that cannot be denied, that the great End and Advantage propoſed to 
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But it is ſaid this Importation will make Iron cheaper; moſt undoubtedly, for the preſent, it will. 
But it was never held a wiſe Meaſure, in any other Trade, to lower the Price of Goods at Home, 
by the Importation of Manufactures from Abroad: And it will, certainly, be a very dear Bargain 
to the Nation, to purchaſe an Abatement in the Price of Bar-Iron, at ſo high a Rate as the Sacri- 
fice of that whole Manufactury in our own Country. But even this Cheapneſs will be only for a 
ſhort Time; ttill the Forges in England are laid down; for when the Americans have gained that 
great Point, (which ſeems to be the principal Aim of this Bill) and are unmoleſted with any Com- 
itor in England, they may ſell their Bars at their own Price; at leaſt, at as high a Rate as Bar- 
ron made here now bears. So that the Artificers, in the End, will be no Gainers by giving up 
this Trade into the Hands of our Colonies. | 
But how deplorable muſt our Caſe be in Time of War! when we muſt ſolely depend on tbe 
hazardous and uncertain Importation from Abroad, of the only Material that can enable us to annoy 
wr Enemies, or defend ourſelves; ſince. all our Arms muſt be made from that Manufactury, which, 
by this Bill, wwe are baniſbing out of the Kingdom. | | 1 
| Can it then be expedient o deſtroy a very beneficial Branch of our Trade? To injure greatly the 
4 Landed Intereſt, by ruining ſo many Eſtates, and to take away the Livelibocd of ſo many Thouſand 
., Tabouring People, in Order to enrich our Colonies, at our Expence, with the Profits of this Manu- 
- - Fafture? Whilſt, at the ſame Time, we diveſt ourſelves at Home of the neceſſary Means of making 
Arms, and muſt truſt to the Cyrtefy of à Colony to ſupply us; who may either furniſh us or our 
A Enemies, as belt ſuits their Intereſt ; or, perhaps, uſe them themſelves, and, one Day, turn them 


againſt their Mother - Country. 
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